1776.

PROCEEDINGS of CONVENTION.

On motion of Mr. S. Chafe, the queftion was put, That the following be inferted as an article in the
form of government ? * That no perfon who refufed (unlefs from religious principles) and did not fub-
fcribe the affociation on or before the fourth da{ of July laft, fhallat any time hereafter be qualified to hold
any office of profit or truft in this ftate; unlefs by aét of the general aflembly.” Carried in the negative.

AFFIRMATIVE

€ Barnes | Bowie, J- Hall, Bayly, Beall, : Gi}pih,
SHoo,  B. Hall, Worthington,  Sheredine, Stall, D.gmith,
¥ Dent, Sprigg, S. Chale, Edelen, J.T.Chafe,  Kent.
ﬁ Parnham, Marbury,
N EGATTIV E ;

» Fenwick, Williams, Stevenfon, Brevard, Mafon, ~ George Scott,
5 Plater, Fifcher, Shepherd, T. smyth, Dickinfon, Horfey,

&SF itzhugh, Shriver, Bond, S. ) Wright, Johnfon, Bli:hop,

S" J. Mackall, Ridgely, Love, be(ozf. i Guftavus Scott, Mitchell,

J- Wilfon, Deye, Archer,

The convention having gone through the form of government paragraph by paragraph, and made feve-
rz\l additions and amendments, the fame was agreed to as follows :

The CONSTITUTION asd FORM of GOVERNMENT,
agreed to by the DELEGATES of MARYLAND in free and full CoNVENTION affembled.

1. THAT the legiflature confift of two diftin& branches, a fenate, and 2 houfe of delegates, whick
fhall be ftyled The General Affembly of Maryland. '
2. That the houfe of delegaecs{haﬁ be chofen in the following manner : All freemen, above twenty-one
of age, having a frechold of fifty acres of land in the county in which they offer to vote, and refiding
therein, and all freemen, having property in this ftate above the value of thirty pounds current money, and
having refided in the coungei‘n which they offer to vote one whole year next precedin(g the eletion, fhall
have a right of fuffrage in the eleQion of delegates for fuch county ; and all freemen fo qualified thall, on
the firft Menday of O&tober, feventeen hundred and feventy-feven, and on the fame day in every year
thereafter, affemble in the couxties in which they are refpeftively qualified to vote, at the court-houfe
in the faid counties, or at fuch other place as the legiflature dire@ ; and when affembled, they
fhall proceed to ele&, viva wvoce, four delegates for their refpetive countiesyof the moft wife, fenfible, and
difcreet of the people, refidents in the county where they are to be chofen one whole year next preceding
the eleCtion, above twenty-one years of age, and having in the ftate real or perfonal property above the
value of five hundred pounds current money; and upon the final ca{ﬁni of the polls, the four perfons

who fhall appear to have the greateft number of legal votes, fhall be dec and returned duly eleted
for their refpective county.

3. That the fheriff of each county, or in cafe of ficknefs, his deputy, (fummoning two juftices of the
county, who are required to attend for the prefervation of the peace fhall be judge of the eletion, and
may adjourn from day to day, if neceflary, till the fame be finifhed, fo that the whole eleGion fhall be
concluded in four days ; and make his return thereof under his hand, to the chancellor of this ftate for
the time being. - ‘ R ’

4. That a§ perfons, qualified by the charter of the city of Annapolis to vote for burgeffes, fhall, on the
fame firft Monday of Oétober, feventeen hundred and feventy-feven, ard on the fame day in every year
for ever thereafter, ele&t, viva voce, by a majority of votes, two delegates, qualified agreeable to the faid
charter ; that the mayer, recorder and aldermen, of the faid city, or any three of them, be judges of the
ele@tion, appoint the place iri the #id city for holding the fame, and may adjourn from day to day as
aforefaid, and fhall make returti Hiereof as aforefaid; but the inhabitants of the faid city fhall not be enti-
tled to vote for delegates for Anne-Arundel county, unlefs they have a freehold of fifty acres of land in
the county, diftin& from the city. '

5. That all perfons, inhabitants of Baltimore-town, and having the fame qualifications as eleCtors in
the county, fhall on the fame firft Monday of O&ober, féventeen hundred and feventy-feven, and on the
fame day in every year for ever thereafter, at fuch-place in the faid town as the judges fhall appoint, ele,
wiul voce, by a majority of votes, two delegates; qualified as aforefaid ; but if the faid inhabitants of the
town fhalt fo'decreafe, as that the number of perfons having right of fuffrage therein fhall have been, for
the fpace of feven years fucceffively, lefs than one half of the number of voters in fome one county in this
ftate, fuch town thenceforward fhall ceafe to fend two delegates or reprefentatives to the houfe of dele-
gates, until the faid town fhall have one half of the number of voters in fome one county in this ftate.

6. 'That the commiffioners of the faid town, or any three or more of them, for the time being, thall be
judges of ‘the faid eletion, and may adjourn as aforefaid, and fhall make return thereof as aforefaid ; but
the inhabitants of the faid town fhall not be entitled to vote for or be eleCted delegates for Baltimore
county, neither fhall the inhabitants of Baltimore county, out of the limits of Baltimore-town, be entitled
to vote for or be elefted delegates for the &id town. : ,

7. That on refufal, death, d%fqﬁaiiﬁcation, refigniation, or removal out of this flate, of any delegate, or
on his becoming governor, or member of the council, a warrant of ele@tion fhall iffue by the fpeaker, for
the election of another in his place, of whith ten days notice at the leaft, excluding the day of notice and
the day of ele&tion, fhall be given. : : ,

'8. That not lefs than a majority of the delegates, with their fpeaker, (to be chofen by them by ballot)
conftitute a houfe for the tranfalling any bufinefs, other than that of adjourning. '

" 9. That the houfe of delegates fhall judge of the elettions and,qualifl\cations of delegates.

10. That ‘the houfe of delegates may originate all money bills, -propofe bills to the fenate, or receive
thofe offered by that body, and affent, dia'ént', or propofe amendments ; that they may inquire, on the oath
of witnefles, into all complaints, grievances and offences, as the grand inqueft of this ftate, and may com-
‘mit aiy perfon for any crime to the public gaol, there to remain till he be difcharged by due courfe of

‘law ; .they may expel any member for a great mifdemeanor, but ‘not 4 fecond time for the fame caufe ;

they may examine and pafs all accounts of the ftate, felatin&:itherto the colleCtion or expenditure of the
revenue, or appoint auditors to ftate and adjuft the fame ; they may call for all public or official papers

_and records, and fend for perfons, whom they may judge neceffary, in the courfe of their inquiries, con-
" cerninig affaits relating to the public intereﬁ,y and );i,ny %ﬂ’e& :

‘ & all office bonds (which thallbe made payable
to the ftate) to be fued for any breach of duty. - ' o

1s. Thag




